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Court of Appeal

There will be a SLH Campaign presence outside the High Court for the appeal on 28th October and inside court on 28th and 29th October. We will have a "show of support" with Campaign banners and placards outside the High Court at 9.30am on the Monday, as we did last time. We would like as many people as possible to attend the court on 28th and 29th.

Before that we will be handing in a petition to Downing St calling on the Government to withdraw the appeal. We'll let you know soon once details are finalised. The purpose of this it to get some extra press coverage in the run up to the appeal - even if we get it in the local press that will be helpful in publicising the appeal. The e-petition is at this link. Please sign it if you have not done so already and forward to friends and contacts:

http://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/accept-the-lewisham-hospital-decision


Appeal result

We do not know how long after the appeal hearing it will be before we get the appeal result. Last time we got the result about a month after the hearing. If it was the same this time that would mean we may not have the result until the end of November. Just as last time we will get two days notice of the date of the result so will have time to organise a mobilisation outside court and outside the hospital for the day of the result. The nature of our response will depend on the result of the appeal.

*************************************************************************************
Government to propose amendment to Care Bill to change TSA process

We've just been made aware that the Government is proposing an amendment to the Care Bill which will be debated this coming Monday 21 October which will change the Unsustainable Provider Legislation (UPR) under which a Trust Special Administrator is appointed so that in future s/he will be able to make recommendations not only in relation to the trust to which s/he was appointed but to any trust that they consider relevant. (So the "ultra vires" grounds on which we  based our judicial review would not apply in the future). This won't be applied retrospectively so won't affect the appeal but it does signal their intention to continue using this legislation to force through hospital closures.

The fact that they are doing this strongly suggests they expect to lose the appeal. But it also shows how determined the Government is to sweep away all obstructions to their hospital closure plans.

Article about this here on the Open Democracy website:

http://www.opendemocracy.net/ournhs/caroline-molloy/government-to-make-it-easier-to-shut-hospitals-without-full-consultation

There´s also a press release from our solicitors Leigh Day about this on the campaign website.

**************************************************************************************

March and Rally against NHS privatisation in Brighton 2 November

This has been called by the GMB union and is in protest against Matthew Kershaw's plans to privatise services in Brighton. Yes - the infamous Matthew Kershaw!  Save Lewisham Hospital Campaign chair Louise Irvine will be speaking at the rally. Several SLHC supporters will be going there with our banner. If you would like to co-ordinate with others who are going there contact Barry and Carol at
barrymillsgclc@gmail.com or mills-brown@tiscali.co.uk

See website for more information:

http://www.gmb-southern.org.uk/march-and-rally-against-nhs-privatisation-at-brighton-and-sussex-university-hospital/

**************************************************************************************
NHS England proposals to close more London hospitals

On Monday NHS England proposed a "consultation" on plans to close more London hospitals using the spurious grounds of "safety" but actually because of underfunding, claiming London hospitals are "unsustainable".

http://www.england.nhs.uk/2013/07/11/call-to-action/

The Campaign will be challenging this along with the other London hospital campaigns.

See this critique by John Lister from London Health Emergency

http://www.healthemergency.org.uk/breakingnews.php

***************************************************************************************

Launch of Lewisham People's Commission of Inquiry into Government plans to downgrade Lewisham Hospital will take place in the House of Lords on Wednesday 27 November from 6.30pm. All welcome

**************************************************************************************

Unite the Union People's Inquiry into London's NHS will be holding inquiries into the current state and future threats to the NHS across London. The south east London inquiry will be on Friday 6 December 2-7pm in the Lessoff Auditorium in Lewisham Hospital. If you would like to give evidence to the inquiry you can do so in writing or in person. See website for details:

http://www.peoplesinquiry.org/

*************************************************************************************

London Keep Our NHS Public is the organisation that is helping co-ordinate hospital campaigns across London.

NEXT LONDON COORDINATING MEETING
TUESDAY 12 NOVEMBER 6.30pm
Unite Offices, Theobald’s Rd, WC1

Discussion to include:
·         NHS London report Call to Action!
·         Latest reports from campaigns
·         Taking the NHS campaigns forward Workshops 18 January
·         Campaign against privatisation

*************************************************************************************

and finally - this important meeting. It would be great if some Lewisham campaigners could go to this to show solidarity.

DEFEND JOBS & SERVICES AT WHIPPS X & BARTS
PUBLIC MEETING
Wednesday 23 October 7pm
Leytonstone School James Lane (opposite Whipps Cross)
Called by Waltham Forest Health Branch of Unison 0208 535 6496
Reports from recent action: http://www.demotix.com/news/2904773/scrap-pfi-debt-demands-royal-london-hospital-protest#media-2904551
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTZjVsDqbmo&feature=youtu.be

